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Alfred Habdank Skarbek Korzybski (* 3. Juli 1879 als Alfred
Wtadystaw Augustyn Korzybski in Warschau, Polen; T 1. Mirz 1950 in

Lakeville, Connecticut, USA) war ein polnisch-amerikanischer

Ingenieur und Linguist. Er entwickelte in der ersten Hilfte des 20.

Jahrhunderts die ,Allgemeine Semantik®.

Leben

Korzybski stammt aus einer adligen polnischen Familie und wuchs in
der Nihe von Warschau auf. Als Angehoriger der polnischen
Oberschicht sprach er vier Sprachen flieBend: Polnisch, Deutsch,
Franzosisch, Russisch. Spiter lernte er weitere Sprachen, was sich auf

seine philosophischen Arbeiten sehr stark auswirkte. Er studierte

Ingenieurwissenschaft an der Universitit Warschau. Im Dezember
1915 kam er nach Amerika. 1920 schrieb er sein erstes Buch Manhood Alfred Korzybski

of Humanity. 1933 vollendete er sein zweites Buch Science and Sanity

— An Introduction to Non-Aristotelian Systems and General Semantics. 1938 griindete er in Lakeville, Connecticut
das ,Institut fiir Allgemeine Semantik” (IGS), das sich inzwischen in Fort Worth, Texas befindet. Er dozierte in

Harvard. Einer seiner Schiiler war William S. Burroughs.

Allgemeine Semantik

Es ist Korzybskis Hauptverdienst, eine philosophische Richtung geschaffen zu haben, die er Aligemeine Semantik
nennt, nicht zu verwechseln mit der Semantik, mit der sie nach Korzybskis eigener Aussage nur wenig zu tun hat.

Thre Hauptprinzipien sind in Science and Sanity (erschienen 1933) dargestellt.

Alfred Korzybski war im Ersten Weltkrieg Offizier auf der polnischen Seite. Damals schon beeindruckt von der
Diskrepanz zwischen technischen Moglichkeiten und psychologischer Entwicklung, war es sein Ziel, Psychotherapie
so zu vereinfachen, dass die menschliche mit der technischen Entwicklung Schritt halten kann. Er emigrierte
rechtzeitig vor dem Zweiten Weltkrieg in die USA, wo er 1938 das ,Institute for General Semantics® griindete. Bis

zu seinem Tod 1950 lehrte er seine therapeutischen und philosophischen Prinzipien.

Das vielleicht bekannteste Zitat aus seinem Hauptwerk Science and Sanity lautet: ,Die Landkarte ist nicht das
Gebiet, aber wenn die Landkarte brauchbar ist, ist sie der Struktur des Gebietes dhnlich”. Es zielt darauf ab, dass der
Mensch in zwei Welten lebt: in der Welt der Sprache und der Symbole und in der realen Welt der Erfahrung.
Korzybski legte dar, dass die Welt der Sprache eine Abstraktion der Welt der Erfahrung ist und daher die
Abstraktion (die Landkarte) niemals mit der Erfahrung (dem Gebiet) identisch sein kann. Und er wies auf folgendes
hin: Wenn die sprachliche Welt die Welt der Erfahrung nicht adédquat abbildet, lduft der Mensch, geleitet von einer
falschen Landkarte, in die Irre. Die auf dem ,ist“ der Priddikation eines begrifflich beziehungsweise sprachlich
erkldrbaren Phdnomens oder dem ,ist“ der Identitit von etwas beruhenden Landkarten sind prinzipiell falsch, weil sie
eine Identitidt zwischen einem Phidnomen und seiner sprachlichen Benennung behaupten. Ein Phdnomen ist niemals
identisch mit der sprachlichen Kategorie, mit welcher es beschrieben wird. Sprache ist demnach gleichsam eine
Landkarte der Wirklichkeit. In seinem Buch stellt Korzybski dar, dass das menschliche Gehirn féahig ist, allein auf
die Landkarte zu reagieren und das dargestellte Geldnde (im Extrem) vollstindig zu vergessen. Das bedeutet, dass
das menschliche Gehirn dazu fahig ist, etwas fiir wahr zu halten beziehungsweise zu glauben, was es nicht gibt, und

dann damit authort, zu iiberpriifen, ob es das wirklich gibt. Das kann zu gravierenden Fehlentscheidungen fiihren,
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vor denen Korzybski angeblich warnen wollte.

Auf der Basis einer ausgiebigen Kritik am Aristotelischen System legte er eine Methode dar, wie sich der Einzelne
so weiterentwickeln kann, dass er eben nicht die Landkarte mit dem Gebiet verwechselt und sich so durch Worte und
die konditionierte ,semantische Reaktion* auf Worte in personliches Leid treiben lésst. Kern dieser Methode ist die
Erfahrung, dass nichts so ,ist“ (gemeint ist: vollstindig so ist), wie das ,ist“ der Prédikation oder das ,ist“ der
Identitit es beschreiben. Diese Erfahrung sollte ein Instrument vermitteln, das Korzybski das ,Strukturelle
Differential“ nannte. Die Arbeit mit dem ,strukturellen Differential® wird von Schiilern der General Semantics bis

heute in Coaching und Therapie angewendet.

Korzybskis Biicher haben keine gro3e Verbreitung gefunden, aber er hat viele Wissenschaftler angeregt, sich mit den
beschriebenen Phidnomenen genauer zu befassen. Alfred Korzybski hat iiberdies sehr viele derzeit praktizierte
Therapieformen beeinflusst. Er unterrichtete beispielsweise Eric Berne, der die Transaktionsanalyse entwickelte, und
Gregory Bateson, der wiederum Paul Watzlawick und mit ihm sdmtliche Formen der systemischen Therapie und der
Familientherapie beeinflusste. Direkt auf die General Semantics zuriick gehen die RET (Rational-Emotive Therapie)
nach Albert Ellis, aber auch einige sehr wichtige Grundideen des NLP (Neurolinguistisches Programmieren). Alle
wichtigen NLP-Entwickler, also Richard Bandler, John Grinder und Robert Dilts, kannten die Werke Korzybskis
und nutzten seine Erkenntnisse. Eine neuere Variante ist die Mace-Methode.

Die Sekundirliteratur zu Alfred Korzybski ist reichhaltig. Bekannt wurden unter anderem: Die Tyrannei der Worte
von Stuart Chase, S. 1. Hayakawas Semantik — Sprache im Denken und Handeln sowie Anatol Rapoports Buch

Operational Philosophy.

Die allgemeine Semantik wurde auch in den Null-A-Biichern von A. E. van Vogt beschrieben und als Hauptthema

umgesetzt.

Wirkung

Korzybskis Arbeit beeinflusste die Pddagogik, Gestalttherapie, Rational Emotive Therapie, das NLP
(Neurolinguistische Programmierung) und L. Ron Hubbards Scientology. Alfred Korzybski lehnte jegliche Religion
explizit ab. Das brachte er besonders in Science and Sanity zum Ausdruck. Korzybski war an der emotionalen

Befreiung von Menschen gelegen und lebte personlich sehr einfach und bescheiden.

Werke

* Manhood of Humanity, Alfred Korzybski, forward by Edward Kasner, notes by M. Kendig, Institute of General
Semantics, 1950, ISBN 0-937298-00-X

* Science and Sanity An Introduction to Non-Aristotelian Systems and General Semantics, Alfred Korzybski,
Preface by Robert P. Pula, Institute of General Semantics, 1994, Original erschienen 1933, derzeitige ISBN
0-937298-01-8

* Alfred Korzybski: Collected Writings 1920-1950, Institute of General Semantics, 1990, ISBN 0-685-40616-4
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Sekundirliteratur

* S.I. Hayakawa: Semantik. Sprache im Denken u. Handeln. Verlag Darmstéddter Blitter, Darmstadt 1987, ISBN
3-87139-027-5

» S.I. Hayakawa (Hrsg.): Wort und Wirklichkeit. Beitrdge zur Allgemeinen Semantik. Verlag Darmstidter Blitter,
Darmstadt 1987.

* Falconar, Ted: Creative Intelligence & Self-Liberation, Crown House Publishing Ltd, 2000,2007

* Presby Kodish, Susan, Ph.D.: Drive yourself Sane: Using the Uncommon Sense of General Semantics,
Extensional Publishing, 2001

* Johnson, Kenneth G.: Thinking Creatically, Institute of General Semantics, 1991

* Johnson, Wendell: People in Quandaries, Harper & Brothers, 1946

* Weinberg, Harry L.: Levels of Knowing And Existence, Studies in General Semantics, Harper & Row, 1959
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GNU Free Documentation License
Version 1.2, November 2002

Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
51 Franklin St, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301 USA
Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies

of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

0. PREAMBLE

The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it,
cither commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.

This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free
software.

We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this
License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is instruction or
reference.

1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS

This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free
license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated herein. The "Document”, below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the license
if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.

A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or translated into another language.

A "Secondary Section” is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters)
and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter of
historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.

The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above
definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.

The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a
Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.

A "Transparent” copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors
or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to
text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not
Tr if used for any amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".

Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML,
PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors,
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.

The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title
page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.

A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of (he Document who\e mle el[her is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in ing text that XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section
name mentioned below, such as "Ack ", "Ei ents”, or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" " of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according
to this definition.

The Documenl may include Warran(y Dlsclalmers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards
arranties: any other i that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.

2. VERBATIM COPYING

You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced
in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, you may
accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.

You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.

3. COPYING IN QUANTITY

If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the Loples in covers that
carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front cover
must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document
and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.

If the required texts for either cover are 100 voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.

If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a
computer-network location from which the general network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time
you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.

It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.

4. MODIFICATIONS

You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role
of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:

. A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use
the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that version gives permission.

. B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal
authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this requirement.

+ C.State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.

. D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.
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E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adiacem to the other copyn’ghl notices.

F. Include, 1mmed1a[ely after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permlsslon to use the Modified Version under the terms of this License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.

G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.

H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.

L Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled

"History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.

. J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These
may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.

. K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given

therein.

L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered part of the section titles.

M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements”. Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.

N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements” or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.

0. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.

If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as

invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.

You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements”, provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization

as the authoritative definition of a standard.

You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of

Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity you are

acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.

The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply endorsement of any Modified Version.

5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS

You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of
the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.

The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the
title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles in the list of
Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.

In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled
"Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled "Endorsements".

6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS

You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection,
provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.

You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding
verbatim copying of that document.

7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS

A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation
is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which are not
themselves derivative works of the Document.

If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the
Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.

8. TRANSLATION

Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders,
but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, and any
Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and In case of a di between the translation and the original version of
this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will prevail.

If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgemenls". "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) will typically require changing the actual title.

9. TERMINATION

You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate
your rights under this License. However, parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.

10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE

The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new
problems or concerns. See http://www. gnu.org/copyleft/.

Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and
conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any version
ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.

ADDENDUM: How to use this License for your documents

To use this License in a document you have written, include a copy of the License in the document and put the following copyright and license notices just after the title page:
Copyright (c) YEAR YOUR NAME.
Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this document

under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2

or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation;

with no Invariant Sections, no Front-Cover Texts, and no Back-Cover Texts.
A copy of the license is included in the section entitled

"GNU Free Documentation License".
If you have Invariant Sections, Front-Cover Texts and Back-Cover Texts, replace the "with...Texts." line with this:

with the Invariant Sections being LIST THEIR TITLES, with the
Front-Cover Texts being LIST, and with the Back-Cover Texts being LIST.

If you have Invariant Sections without Cover Texts, or some other combination of the three, merge those two alternatives to suit the situation.
If your document contains nontrivial examples of program code, we end releasing these in parallel under your choice of free software license, such as the GNU General Public License, to permit their use in free
software.



http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.
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